
Pastor’s page: “Women - followers of Jesus and first witnesses to the risen Christ” 

“He (the angel) said to them (Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome) ‘Do not be 
amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” (Mark 16:6) 

       It is remarkable and revolutionary that among the followers of Jesus that he called by name, there 
were many women. In the ancient world, women had no place in the public forum. They were to 
remain hidden within the confines of the family compound. They had no rights and they had no voice. 
They were embedded in their marriages and the extended family of the tribe. They were not to be 
seen in public alone. The extended conversation that Jesus has in John’s Gospel with the woman of 
Samaria who comes to draw water at noon time from a well, breaks all the societal rules for male-
female relations in the ancient world. 

      The gospel narratives of the risen Lord, reveal that it is women who first encounter Christ glorified 
and risen from the grave. When they leave the tomb and their encounter with angels or with the risen 
Lord (depending on the narrative) their testimony is paid no attention by the male disciples. 

      This time in Saint Luke, we see a slightly different list of women, some of them unnamed.  “The 
women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James; the others who accompanied 
them also told this to the apostles, but their story seemed like nonsense and they did not believe 
them.” (Luke 24:10-11) 

      Martha and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus were dear friends of Jesus according to John’s gospel. 
Mary Magdalene, as a first witness to the risen Lord, has been called in our tradition “The Apostle to 
the Apostles”.  

      Mary of Nazareth, the mother of Jesus, was present to her Son at all stages of his life journey from 
his birth through his death, resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Because of 
this, one of the titles of the Blessed Virgin Mary is Queen of the Apostles. 

      Jesus makes clear that God’s love is not bounded by sex or race or status of any kind. He has come 
to bring liberty to the poor. The poor for Jesus was a term that included the most vulnerable; widows, 
orphans, the sick and the outcast. By going beyond Sabbath rules, Jesus rejects categories and a strict 
interpretation of the Torah. People are of the utmost importance. When human life is being 
threatened or devalued, Christ acts to save life and to protect it. He calls his followers to serve, and 
not dominate or lord it over anyone. 

      The Gospels show us that women followed Jesus, and supported him and his followers from their 
own resources. “Accompanying him were the Twelve and some women who had been cured of evil 
spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna, the 
wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and many others who provided for them out of their 
resources.” (Luke 8:1-3) It is unusual that women would be named as they are in many of the gospel 
passages.  

      Jesus not only accepted the ministrations of women, but he also healed them (the healing of 
Peter’s mother-in-law: “He stood over her, rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up immediately 
and waited on them.” (Luke 4:39) The dramatic story of the woman caught in adultery and about to 



be stoned to death demonstrates the compassion and mercy of Christ as he intercedes with 
forgiveness for the desperate and frightened woman. 

      At the crucifixion, as Jesus is dying, it is women who are present, although at a distance from the 
place of crucifixion. “There were also women looking on from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of the younger James and of Joses, and Salome. These women had 
followed him when he was in Galilee and ministered to him. There were also many other women who 
had come up with him to Jerusalem.” (Mark 15:40-41) John the evangelist places Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, at the foot of the cross along with the unnamed beloved disciple to whom the Lord Jesus 
entrusts her care. 

      The Second Vatican Council’s in its decree on the church, reaffirms our equality as members of the 
body of Christ, and of baptism as the sacrament of ministry to which we are all called. “For all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
(Galatians 3:27-28) 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


